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The Story of Reginald E.F. Colley

Phi Chapter / North Dakota State University ’15


Reginald Edward Frederick Colley was born in London, England on July 13, 1888.  He took his preparatory school work in England and entered North Dakota Agricultural College in 1909, graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1915.


While in college, Brother Colley played an active role within Phi Chapter and his campus.  During his undergraduate years, he served as student manager of athletics for three years, as president of the Edwin Booth Dramatic Club, as a member of the Athenian Literary Society, and as a drum major in the band.


Brother Colley was extremely involved in local and civic organizations following his graduation.  He served as the Associate Educational Director of the Associated Advertising Clubs of the World.  He was also a member of the following organizations:  Kiwanis, Coterie Club, Roycroft Club, Shrine, Scottish Rite, Gilbert C. Grafton Post of the American Legion, and Chandler Post Veterans of Foreign Wars.  He served as drum major of the El Zagal Shrine Band, was a member of the Executive Board of the Fargo Commercial Club, and was elected President of the Town Criers Club.


His involvement in the United States Army is notable.  Brother Colley served as lieutenant of Company B, 164th Infantry on the Mexican Border and entered World War I as a captain serving the 164th Infantry, 41st and 42nd Division, 79th Division, 29th Division, 85th Division, and the headquarters of the Second Army in chemical warfare work.  On January 26, 1919 he received his discharge and held the rank of captain unassigned in the Reserve Corps.


Brother Colley was elected to the Grand Chapter of Theta Chi Fraternity in 1925 at the 69th Anniversary Convention held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  He served as National Chaplain during his term on the board.


As he lay critically ill in the New York Naval Hospital, funds were collected at the 71st Anniversary Convention in Washington (1927) for the purpose of making his last days as comfortable as possible.  Brother Colley joined the Chapter Eternal on October 13, 1927 and the funds collected were used for his gravestone, made of the finest Barre granite (from Theta Chi Fraternity’s birthplace--Vermont) in the Long Island Military Cemetery.  Brother Colley was the first Grand Chapter member of Theta Chi Fraternity to join the Chapter Eternal.
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The Colley Memorial Trophy

The Reginald E.F. Colley Memorial Trophy is the highest honor bestowed upon an  undergraduate member of Theta Chi Fraternity.  The award is presented annually by the Grand Chapter to the undergraduate member who best demonstrates distinguished service to alma mater, Fraternity, and chapter.


The original trophy was presented by Frederick W. Ladue, Iota/Colgate, in memory of Reginald E. F. Colley, who was a member of the Grand Chapter from 1925-1926.


The original trophy, a large silver loving cup, was retired in 1950 and is on display at the International Headquarters in Indianapolis, Indiana.  A large traveling plaque replaced the original trophy.  At one time, the recipient’s name was engraved on this plaque, which his home chapter kept to display for one year.  The selected individual received a smaller replica of the plaque for his own possession.  In 1969, certificates for those men receiving the second and third highest number of votes were established.


Today, the recipient is awarded a large wooden plaque bearing a pewter coat of arms and engraved plate.  Framed certificates are still awarded to the first and second runner-up to the Colley Memorial Trophy.

Each year, the Grand Chapter appoints a committee of alumnus brothers, several of who have received the Colley Memorial Trophy, to review all applications and determine the recipient and runners-up.

During non-Convention years (odd years), the Colley Memorial Trophy will be presented to the winner by a member of the Grand Chapter at a local chapter event. The winner will be invited to the next Convention. All runner-ups to the Colley Memorial Trophy will be recognized by an official family member at a campus or chapter event. Runner-ups will be invited to attend the next Convention at their own expense.
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Application Guidelines for the 2010-2011
Reginald E.F. Colley Memorial Trophy
1.
Applications must contain accurate and up-to-date information.  Inaccurate information will serve as a basis for disqualification.

2
Each application must:


a.
be in either Word 2007 (or earlier version) or PDF.


b.
use standard page size of 8½”x11”, one-half inch margins all around, and 12 point Times 

New Roman font. 

3.
Please e-mail as an attachment one (1) complete copy of the application, including all supporting materials, attachments and documentation.  

4.
There is a fifty (50) page limit to the number of pages for an application.

5.
Nominees must be legally initiated members of Theta Chi Fraternity.  There are no restrictions as to the academic class of the applicant or positions held within the chapter.  
6.
Chapters may nominate only one member.

7.
Any questions concerning the Reginald E. F. Colley Memorial Trophy application can be directed to awards@thetachi.org or by calling the International Headquarters at 317.824.1881.

8.
Keep a copy of the application for your records.  Applications will NOT be returned to individuals.

9.
No paper applications will be accepted.  
10.
Applications must be e-mailed to awards@thetachi.org on or before 
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Late applications will not be considered for the award.
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Reginald E. F. Colley Memorial Trophy
In Chronological Order 1929-2011
1929
Paul T. Scull, Sr.

K/Pennsylvania

1930
Peter D. Donlon

M/California-Berkeley

1931
Ronald L. Johnson

/Oregon State

1932
Joseph E. Morrissey
/Rochester

1933
Edward L. Bennett

O/Richmond

1934
Roman E. Meyers

/North Dakota State

1935
John F. Fisher

H/Rhode Island

1936
No Presentation

1937
Paul W. Neidhardt

P/Illinois

1938
J. Mack Koon

AP/Washington

1939
Daniel M. Wertman

AT/Ohio

1940
Philip B. Lowry

/Oregon

1941
Gen. Larry F. Tanberg
/North Dakota State

1942
Dr. Howard H. Steel
I/Colgate

1943
No Presentation

1944
No Presentation

1945
No Presentation

1946
No Presentation

1947
Robert L. Weaver

/Pennsylvania State

1948
No Presentation

1949
Clyde B. Recht

/Michigan

1950
Bruce W. Everitt

P/Illinois

1951
George L. Marling

/Nebraska-Omaha

1952
David W. Sharpe

/North Carolina State

1953
Richard M. Somers, Jr.
/Rensselaer Polytechnic

1954 (tie)
Robert S. Summers
/Oregon


Jerry B. Helwig

/Bowling Green

1955
Dr. Scott W. Chilton
/Duke

1956
Dr. Robert L. Smith

/Bowling Green

1957
Carl R. Terzian

BT/Southern California

1958
Donald R. Edmonds
/North Texas

1959
Capt. Donald H. Ramsden
/Florida State

1960
Walter J. Karabian

BT/Southern California

1961
Carl H. Bulter, III

/Florida State

1962
Jimmie M. Sears

/North Texas

1963
Dr. Richard A. Thigpen
/Alabama

1964
Michael N. Burr

EB/Lycoming

1965
Dr. P. Alan Bulliner

/Lehigh

1966
Jack S. Cowan

/Puget Sound

1967
Bill G. Brown

/Puget Sound

1968
Robert C. Hicks

X/Auburn

1969
Dale Taylor

/Alabama

1970
Steven G. Neal

/Oregon

1971
Gerald Marecek

/Valparaiso

1972
Steven L. Wheeler

Z/New Hampshire

1973
Marvin L. McConaghy
/Alabama

1974
Vance K. Maultsby, Jr.
/North Texas

1975
Peter N. Derzis, Jr.

/Alabama

1976
Lorne A. Adrian

H/Rhode Island

1977
Mark E. Kerns

/Bowling Green

1978
Brian S. Currey

/California-Davis

1979
James R. Thompson
B/MIT

1980
Gregory J. Wilson

B/MIT

1981
Russell B. Johnson

AN/Georgia Tech

1982
Stephen J. Macri

/Lafayette College

1983
Michael D. Martin

/Alabama-Birmingham

1984
Stephen G. Sommer
/California Polytech

1985
James M. Melvin

E/Worcester Polytech

1986
Dennis C. Cooke

/Purdue

1987
Dean A. Black

/Indiana State

1988
Keith E. Camhi

/Cornell

1989
Thomas M. Bongi

/California Polytech

1990
Gary B. Stachnik

/Oakland

1991
Michael J. Elston

/Drake

1992
Thomas Howard

/Alabama

1993
Joseph T. Gilbert

/Purdue

1994
Joseph C. Pettus, III
X/Auburn

1995
Sean Duffy

/NJIT

1996
David E. Hladik

P/Illinois

1997
Bradley K. Stock

/Nebraska Wesleyan

1998
Thomas N. Thompson
P/Illinois

1999
Christopher G. Thomaskutty
/Birmingham-Southern

2000
Brian Rinker

P/Illinois

2001
Ryan Gerstner

/Kansas

2002
Patrick Kilbane

ZB/Adrian

2003
Zachary D. Edwards
/Texas Tech

2004
Michael J. Mayer

E/Central Missouri State

2005
Lucas Elgie

/University of Alabama

2006
Joseph D. Grimm

AO/Washington State

2007
Erik Lange

ZK/Ohio Northern Univ

2008        Kevin F. Reilly                        University of Florida

2009
Daniel C. Neumann

BN/Case Western

2010
Eddie Higginbotham, IV
HP/Northwestern State 

2011
Cory Loveless

/North Dakota State 

B / Massachusetts Institute of Tech.

1979
James R. Thompson

1980
Gregory J. Wilson

 / Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
1953
Richard M. Sommers, Jr.

E / Worcester Polytechnic Institute

1985
James M. Melvin

Z / University of New Hampshire

1972
Steven L. Wheeler

H / University of Rhode Island

1935
John E. Fisher

1976
Lorne A. Adrian

I / Colgate University

1942
Dr. Howard H. Steel

K / University of Pennsylvania

1929
Paul T. Scull, Sr.

 / Cornell University
1988
Keith E. Camhi

M / University of California-Berkeley

1930
Peter D. Donlon

O / University of Richmond

1933
Edward L. Bennett

P / University of Illinois

1937
Paul W. Neidhardt

1950
Bruce W. Everitt

1996
David E. Hladik

1998
Thomas Thompson

2000
Brian Rinker

 / Oregon State University
1931
Ronald L. Johnson

 / University of Florida
2008        Kevin F. Reilly

 / North Dakota State University
1934
Roman E. Meyers

1941
Gen. Larry F. Tanberg

2011
Cory Loveless

X / Auburn University

1968
Robert C. Hicks

1994
Joseph C. Pettus, III

 / Pennsylvania State University
1947
Robert L. Weaver

 / University of Michigan

1949
Clyde B. Recht

 / Purdue University
1986
Dennis C. Cooke

1993
Joseph T. Gilbert
AZ / University of Rochester
1932
Joseph E. Morrissey

AN / Georgia Institute of Technology

1981
Russell B. Johnson

AO/Washington State University

2006
Joseph D. Grimm

AP / University of Washington

1938
J. Mack Koon

 / University of Oregon
1940
Philip B. Lowry

1954
Robert S. Summers

1970
Steven G. Neal

AT / Ohio University

1939
Daniel M. Wertman

 / University of Alabama
1963
Dr.Richard A. Thigpen

1969
Dale Taylor

1973
Marvin L. McConaghy

1975
Peter N. Derzis, Jr.

1992
Thomas Howard

2005
Lucas Elgie

 / Lafayette College
1982
Stephen J. Macri

BN / Case Western
2009
Daniel C. Neumann

 / Birmingham-Southern College
1999
Christopher G. Thomaskutty

 / Lehigh University
1965
Dr. P. Alan Bulliner

BT / University of Southern California

1957
Carl R. Terzian

1960
Walter J. Karabia

 / Bowling Green State University
1954
Jerry B. Helwig

1956
Dr. Robert L. Smith

1977
Mark E. Kerns

 / Florida State University
1959
Capt. Donald H. Ramsden

1961
Carl H. Butler, III

 / Duke University
1955
Dr. Scott W. Chilton

 / Drake University
1991
Michael J. Elston

 / Nebraska-Wesleyan University
1997
Bradley K. Stock

 / University of Puget Sound
1966
Jack S. Cowan

1967
Bill G. Brown

 / University of Nebraska-Omaha
1951
George L. Marling

 / Valparaiso University
1971
Gerald Marecek

/Indiana State
1987
Dean A. Black


 / North Carolina State University
1952
David W. Sharpe

 / University of North Texas
1958
Donald R. Edmonds

1962
Jimmie M. Sears

1974
Vance K. Maultsby, Jr.

 / University of Kansas
2001
Ryan Gerstner

EB / Lycoming College

1964
Michael N. Burr

 / Central Missouri State Univ.
2004
Michael J. Mayer

 / New Jersey Institute of Technology
1995
Sean Duffy

ZB / Adrian College

2002
Patrick J. Kilbane, Jr.

ZK/Ohio Northern University

2007
Erik Lange

 / University of California-Davis
1978
Brian S. Currey

 / California Polytechnic State University
1984
Stephen G. Sommer

1989
Thomas M. Bongi

HP/Northwestern State University

2010
Eddie Higginbotham, IV

 / Oakland University
1990
Gary B. Stachnik

/Alabama-Birmingham

1983
Michael D. Martin



 / Texas Tech
2003
Zachary D. Edwards

Reginald E. F. Colley 
Memorial Trophy
2011-2012 Application
Section One: Introductory Letter








The chapter president should write a brief letter explaining why the chapter has nominated this brother for the Reginald E. F. Colley Memorial Trophy.  In the event that the nominated brother is the chapter president, the vice president should compose this letter.  Additionally, please indicate that all of the information contained in the application is complete and accurate.  This letter will serve to certify that fact, and should be signed by the author and the applicant.
Section Two:  Statistics and Information






Please include all of the following information on one page of the application:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Full name of applicant
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chapter and University/Institution

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Class (freshman, sophomore, junior, senior)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Anticipated graduation date
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Current address, city, state, and zip code
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer address, city, state, and zip code
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Date when he will be at summer address

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cell phone number

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail address
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 University male enrollment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 University total enrollment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Number of fraternities represented on your campus
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Average fraternity membership size
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Current chapter membership (number of initiates, new members, and grand total)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Name of nominee’s parent(s) or guardian(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mailing address, city, state, and zip code of parent(s)/guardian(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Telephone and/or cell phone numbers of parent(s)/guardian(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Name of nominee’s hometown newspaper and contact information (phone, website, e-mail)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Name of campus newspaper and contact information (phone, website, e-mail)
Reginald E. F. Colley Memorial Trophy
2011-2012 Application

Section Three: Additional Information







Information on the subjects listed below must be given in detail. Each category should be addressed on a separate sheet of paper.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual scholastic record and grade point average, All-Men’s average, All-Fraternity average

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Involvement with honorary, recognition, professional, and service fraternities or societies

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General campus activities, publications, dramatics, musicals, or other campus involvement

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Varsity and/or intramural athletic activities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Community or civic involvement and/or activities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offices held within the chapter

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chapter committee involvement and work

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Work on chapter projects

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interfraternity involvement and activities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Participation in Theta Chi events on a local or regional level
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Participation in Theta Chi events on a national level

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Participation in other Greek-related events or conferences
(This would include the Undergraduate Interfraternity Institute (UIFI), Mid-American Greek Council Association (MGCA), Northeast Greek Leadership Association (NGLA), Southeast Interfraternity Conference (SEIFC), Western Regional Greek Conference (WRGC), IMPACT.)
Section Four: Recommendations








Include a letter of recommendation with the application. This letter must state that the sender understands it is a recommendation for the Reginald E. F. Colley Memorial Trophy, the highest undergraduate award in Theta Chi Fraternity. Your campus Greek adviser, other university administrators or faculty members, as well as community officials are all good sources of recommendation.

Recommendations from alumni or advisers of your chapter will not be accepted.


Theta Chi Fraternity International Headquarters

3330 Founders Road

Indianapolis, Indiana 46268-1333

Phone 317.824.1881

Fax 317.824.1908

ihq@thetachi.org
www.thetachi.org
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“The final test of a leader is that he leaves behind him in other men the conviction and the will to carry on.”


-- Walter Lippmann
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