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SIDNEY ANN GILPIN LEWIS
MEMORIAL TROPHY

Award for Community Service & Philanthropy

INTRODUCTION

The Grand Chapter recognizes each year the chapter or colony which makes the greatest contribution to others by awarding the Sidney Ann Gilpin Lewis Memorial Trophy.  


To fully understand the meaning of the Memorial Trophy, Brother George Starr Lasher wrote in the 1930 issue of The Rattle in his column “Editorially Speaking” about the significance of the trophy.  As Editor-in-Chief of The Rattle, Brother Lasher knew of the story surrounding James G. Lewis (Alpha Xi/Delaware; 1912) and the significance of how the Fraternity affected his family. Brother Lewis’s tenure on the Grand Chapter of Theta Chi Fraternity was a short one that started in September 1927 and ended with his resignation in November 1930. But no matter how short it was, a reader can understand the impression he made in Brother Lasher’s own words:


Beautiful is the large silver trophy given by James G. Lewis, national vice president, to Theta Chi Fraternity to be used to promote the bests interests of the Fraternity in any way that the Grand Chapter deems wisest, and beautiful is the relationship between a father and a young daughter that this trophy memorializes. Affection is a natural thing between father and daughter, but occasionally there is developed a companionship that makes of the two pals despite the inevitable disparity of ages. Circumstances out of the ordinary gave to Sidney Ann Gilpin Lewis a maturity of mind unusual in a child of ten and also knit more closely that is generally found the interests of this child and her father. Because he was so keenly interested in Theta Chi, she was keenly interested. She wore with a great deal of pride the pin her father had when he was first initiated, a pin he discarded when the open badge was made standard throughout the fraternity.


Last spring Sidney Ann was stricken with an illness that proved fatal after weeks of suffering. When spinal meningitis developed from an infection following a serious operation for mastoid desperate measures were deemed necessary to fight the disease. Twice her father gave blood transfusions; then doctors refused to use his blood again. It was essential that other person be secured whose blood would match the child’s. Dr. Robert L. Irish, who was in constant contact with the situation, informed the officers of Upsilon Chapter (New York University), and the next day six or eight of the members were at the hospital offering their blood. Two more transfusions were made, but the fight was in vain. Sidney Ann died at midnight.


Then next morning the stricken father had to return to the hospital, go past the door of the room in which his elder daughter had died, and enter the room of his younger daughter, who had been operated upon for mastoid just two days before, and there, hiding his grief under a smile, do all he could to cheer that little girl.


What made it possible, he states, for him to play that part was a spiritual something brought by Theta Chi, the concrete expression of friendship and sympathy offered by another member of the Grand Chapter, Dr. Irish, and the consciousness that the expression was representative of what ten thousand other Theta Chis would have felt had they known his Gethsemane.


That is why the Sidney Ann Gilpin Lewis Memorial came to be.


In the best interest of the Fraternity, the Grand Chapter recognized the undergraduate chapter that made the greatest amount of progress in the preceding academic year with the Sidney Ann Gilpin Lewis Memorial Trophy.

While an “Assisting Hand” is largely characterized by community service or some form of philanthropy; an “Assisting Hand” has several meanings. In years past, the Lewis Memorial Trophy recognized chapters that exemplified the “Assisting Hand” through significant operational improvements. This, in turn, encouraged others by providing a model of success to follow.


In 2009, the Sidney Ann Gilpin Lewis Memorial Trophy began recognizing chapters/colonies that demonstrates outstanding service to the community. Theta Chi chapters and colonies are encouraged to extend an “Assisting Hand” to others through a combination of direct community service; as well as, financial contributions to worthy organizations or charities. The award will recognize the true spirit demonstrated by Upsilon Chapter’s desire to help Brother Lewis.

Our Founders had clear objectives:  Friendship, Loyalty to Alma Mater, and Mutual Benefit and Improvement. It is within these objectives and the spirit of this award that chapters and colonies will come together in fraternal brotherhood by improving their community and alma mater while bettering themselves as Men of Theta Chi.
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PROGRAM












Each year Theta Chi Fraternity will recognize those chapters or colonies that do outstanding work in the areas of community service and philanthropy at the annual summer event. 
The program has three areas of recognition, with the ultimate achievement of awarding the Lewis Memorial Trophy. Those three areas: are man-hours donated to community service; most money raised/contributed to a charitable cause; and the most “Lewis Points” accumulated during the year. The following provides a description of those three areas.

MAN-HOURS (Community Service)









The first area of the Lewis Award recognizes chapters/colonies that donate countless hours to the community. 

Community service is about helping people. Theta Chi and fraternities in general have the ability to change a community for the better. Brothers have the power to impact the community by donating service hours which improve the individual, the chapter/colony, and most importantly, the community that Theta Chi Fraternity is part of.

MONEY RAISED & CONTRIBUTED (Philanthropy)







The second area of the Lewis Award recognizes chapters/colonies that raise or donate money or goods to one or several good causes or charities.
When brothers come together to support a worthy cause, they have the man power and resources to improve the quality of life for individuals or organizations in a direct financial way.
LEWIS POINTS












The third area of the Lewis Award encourages brothers to do a wide variety of community service and philanthropic projects/activities. By conducting multiple events, the men of Theta Chi will have a better understanding of community service and philanthropy. Ultimately, they will then be able to take this life skill and experience with them as they graduate and continue their journey as men of Theta Chi.
Lewis Points are awarded for each event/activity that the chapter/colony or individual does within seven broad categories (Youth, Health, Environment, Elderly, Women’s Initiatives, Disadvantage/Needy and Community). The first event/activity in each category will receive 5 points, with the second event/activity in that same category receiving 3 points; the next event 2 points and every subsequent event/activity in the same category will receive one point.

Chapter/Colony events/activities are categorized into seven broad areas:
1.
Those related to Youth (Boy Scouts, Big Brother/Big Sister, Adopt-A-School, etc.) 
2.
Those related to Health (American Cancer Society, Blood Drives, AIDS Awareness, etc.) 
3.
Those related to the Environment (Adopt-A- Highway, Community Cleanups, Recycling Drives, etc.)

4.
Those related to the Elderly (Working in a Retirement Home, Helping an Elderly Neighbor, etc.) 
5.
Those related to Women's Initiatives (Breast Cancer Awareness, Battered Woman's Shelter, etc) 
6.
Those related to the Disadvantaged/Needy (Habitat for Humanity, Soup Kitchens, Disaster relief, etc) 
7.
Those related to the Community (Alma Mater, Campus Move-In, Tutoring, etc.)  

The point system and categories is a broad structure and method for recognizing chapter/colony achievement. If an event can be classified in two or more categories, it is up to that chapter/colony and the award committee to determine in a manner that is consistent and fair what would be most beneficial in evaluating the nomination package. The program is not designed to limit chapters or colonies, but to recognize them for multiple activities in multiple areas of need within the community.
PROCEDURES











Procedures are lined out in the “Philanthropy and Community Service Event Report Packet”.
TIMEFRAME & APPLICATION DUE DATES








The time frame of this award shall be service and activities from January 1st to December 31st.  
The award application must be emailed to awards@thetachi.org on or before April 10, 2012.
CHAIRMAN













Chapters/Colonies are encouraged to name a chairman specifically responsible for community service and philanthropy within the chapter/colony. In doing so, the chairman should collect all required records as soon as the event ends to accurately report the information. 

This award may overlap the duties of two chairmen. Both chairmen should work together and make sure the award packet is accurate.

AWARDS












REGIONAL AWARDS











One winner and one runner-up will be recognized from Theta Chi’s 14 regions in every category (the most man-hours donated to the community service, the most money raised/contributed to charitable causes and the most Lewis Points). In doing so, Theta Chi will recognize the efforts of brothers on their campuses throughout the United States and Canada. Theta Chi will be awarding up to 84 total regional rewards.   This recognition will take the place of the Alter Award’s “Section 6: Helping Hand”.
For example:

REGION:  MIDWEST
Man-Hours Donated

Winner:  Alpha Alpha/Beta University
Runner Up: Alpha Alpha/Beta University
Money Raised & Contributed

Winner:  Alpha Alpha/Beta University
Runner Up:  Alpha Alpha/Beta University
Lewis Points

Winner:  Alpha Alpha/Beta University
Runner Up:  Alpha Alpha/Beta University
LEWIS AWARD












In determining the Lewis Award recipient, the committee will review and evaluate the three categories; in addition to individual per-man hours and money raised individually per man.
A ranking system will be utilized from all submitted applications received for the award period to determine the Lewis Award recipient.
CITATIONS OF HONOR











In addition, up to three people from each Region could be selected to receive a Citation of Honor from the Grand Chapter of Theta Chi Fraternity. Candidates are nominated by their chapters in recognition of an individual's tireless work behind the scenes to make sure the chapter, and specific members, are participating in community service and philanthropic work. These are the organizers, the cheerleaders, the record keepers and/or the motivators who stay on top of projects and see them through. Nominations for this award are submitted at the end of the school year with a complete explanation of why your chapter feels this person should be recognized.
GENERAL INFORMATION








STRENGTH OF THE LEWIS PROGRAM









One of the strengths of this program is that it allows each individual chapter/colony to decide the type of events/activities it wants to participate in or conduct. Those decisions are the result of chapter discussions, individual member preferences, local opportunities, and local community and campus needs.

The three categories (man-hours, dollars raised/contributed and points) provide an opportunity for every chapter to compete regardless of chapter size and or location.

SPIRIT OF THE AWARD











Competitive nature motivates us to strive to receive this award. However, brothers need to remember that the spirit of the award is not in receiving the award itself, but dedicating countless hours and funds in support of worthy and important causes. 

PHILANTHROPY & 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 

EVENT REPORT PACKET
Application Guidelines for the 
Sidney Ann Gilpin Lewis Memorial Trophy

1.
The time frame of this award shall be service and activities from January 1st to December 31st.  Groups will have two months to compile the required documentation and submit the information packages to awards@thetachi.org on or before Tuesday, April 10, 2012 using the Community Service/Philanthropy Packet guidelines. Inaccurate information will serve as a basis for disqualification.

2.
Each application must:


a.
be in either Word 2007 (or earlier version), or PDF


b.
use standard page size of 8½”x11” , one-half inch margins all around, and 12 point Times New 


Roman font.

3.
Each information sheet for each event must be used for identification of each event completed.  The information sheet should include the following:
-- Name of the event
-- Date of when the event occurred
-- Name of the charitable organization and contact information for that charity or the individuals 
that the chapter assisted
-- The number of brothers involved in the planning and executing of the event
-- Total man hours for the event
-- Total amount of money raised and contributed
-- What “Lewis Point” category does your event fall in to for judging
-- Description of the event. 

-- No more than two paragraphs that describe the event. 

-- Provide when possible pictures, press releases, print clippings, etc…
4.
There is no limit to the number of events for the application.
5.
Any questions concerning the Sidney Ann Gilpin Lewis Award application should be directed to the International Headquarters by calling 317-824-1881 or via email at awards@thetachi.org.
6.
Keep a copy of this application for your chapter records.  Applications will NOT be returned.
7.
No paper applications will be accepted.  
8.
Applications must be emailed  to awards@thetachi.org on or before: 


Late applications will be reviewed for evaluation and feedback but will not be considered for the award.
9.
Presentation of the Lewis Award during non-Convention years (odd years) will occur during the Initiative 
Academies and will be given to the individual chapter member attending. Additionally, recognition will be 
given for recipients during the next Deranian Presidents Conference.

Goal:
The chapter’s philanthropy/community service program should exemplify our motto of “An Assisting Hand”.  The program should contain a general philosophy of the chapter toward philanthropic and community service, a list of organizations/individuals assisted through the process, the number of members and other groups that participated, total hours worked and total dollar amount contributed.  The program should also contain a number of hands-on service learning projects, as well as media coverage and/or any other correspondence involved with the efforts.
A.
Please provide the name of the chapter philanthropy/community service chairman and the names of the members/new members who serve on the Philanthropy/Community Service Committee.  Include contact information for all these members (email, cell phone, mailing addresses, etc…) – Appendix A 
B.
General Breakdown of events and information for each one. – Appendix B; an example is Appendix C  

C.
Detail each philanthropic/community service project that the chapter participated in during the 2011 calendar year.  Include the following information for each project; use Appendix D as an example.

1.
Name of the event

2.
Date the event occurred

3.
Name of the charitable organization/persons that were assisted by the chapter

4.
The charitable organization’s contact (Name, Phone, Email)

5.
Number of brothers who participated in the event

6.
Total man-hours for the activity (Describe how you came up with your total in the event 
description section).

7.
Total amount raised and contributed

8.
What Lewis Point Category does your event fall into:


Those related to Youth (Boy Scouts, Big Brother/Big Sister, Adopt-A-School, etc.) 


Those related to Health (American Cancer Society, Blood Drives, etc.) 


Those related to the Environment (Adopt-A- Highway, Recycling Drives, etc.) 


Those related to the Elderly (Working in a Retirement Home, etc.) 


Those related to Women's Initiatives (Breast Cancer Awareness, etc) 


Those related to the Disadvantaged/Needy (Soup Kitchens, Disaster relief, etc)


Those related to the Community (Alma Mater, Campus Move-In, Tutoring, etc.)

9.
Description of the event.


10.
Please include copies of articles, photographs, or press releases sent to the campus and local 


media and/or the International Headquarters regarding your philanthropic/service efforts.

11.
Include copies of any letters from persons/organizations who benefited from your work or 



contributions.

APPENDIX: A
PHILANTHROPY & COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE
CHAPTER:  
ALPHA ALPHA
INSTITUTION:
ALPHA UNIVERSITY

CHAIRMAN:
WILLIAM WILSON



Cell:  

xxx-xxx-xxxx



Email:

wwilson@thetachi.org



Address:
Indianapolis, Indiana

COMMITTEE:


SEAN WILLIAMS



Cell:

xxx-xxx-xxxx



Email:

swilliams@thetachi.org



Address:
Indianapolis, Indiana



COREY BURNS



Cell:

xxx-xxx-xxxx



Email:

cburns@thetachi.org



Address:
Indianapolis, Indiana

APPENDIX: B

	LEWIS AWARD APPLICATION
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Name of Event
	Date of Event
	Total Hours
	Money Raised
	Youth
	Health 
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	Elderly
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APPENDIX: C

	LEWIS AWARD APPLICATION -example-
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Name of Event
	Date of Event
	Total Hours
	Money Raised
	Youth
	Health 
	Environment
	Elderly
	Women's
	Needy
	Community

	 
	Big Brother Big Sister
	2/1/20xx
	4
	 
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Valentine's Day at Nursing Home
	2/14/20xx
	20
	 
	 
	 
	 
	5
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Tutoring (High School)
	3/12/20xx
	2
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Pancake Breakfast (Fire dept)
	4/1/20xx
	 
	$325.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	5

	 
	Blood Drive
	4/21/20xx
	40
	 
	 
	5
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Kicks for Kids
	5/26/20xx
	60
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Tutoring (High School)
	5/26/20xx
	2
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	5K for Cancer
	6/2/20xx
	1
	$100 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Golf Tournament for Cancer
	7/4/20xx
	 
	$1,250 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Habitat for Humanity
	8/1/20xx
	10
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	5
	 

	 
	Costume Party for Cancer
	10/30/20xx
	10
	$1,500.00 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Blood Drive
	11/1/20xx
	80
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Tutoring (High School)
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 TOTAL
	 
	229 
	$3175.00 
	 12
	 12
	 
	 5
	 
	 5
	5 


TOTAL LEWIS POINT: 39
APPENDIX: D
SIDNEY ANN GILPIN LEWIS MEMORIAL TROPHY 

Name of the Event:


ShamRock and Roll

Date:  




March 14, 20xx
Charitable Organization:

Cancer Society

Organization Contact:


Mr. Shamrock (xxx-xxx-xxx; shamrock@gmail.com)

Number of Brothers:


20

Total Man-Hours:


320

Money raised and contributed:
$15,000.00

Lewis Point Category:


Health

Event Description

Theta Chi Brothers put on a charity concert around St. Patrick’s Day that raised $15,000.00 for the Cancer Society.  Brother Smith spent approximately 40 hours planning the event; and on the day of the event 80% of our chapter worked the event either as security, taking money or in other areas needed. The total hours equaled up to be 320.

The concert lasted 3 hours and we raised $15,000 through sponsorships and tickets. The funds raised were then donated to the American Cancer Society after the event costs were covered. 

**School newspaper clippings provided

**Letter from organization and university provided.




Tuesday, April 10, 2012





2011-2012 Application








